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MDA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WINS UM AWARD 
MISSOULA—
Linda McCarthy, executive director of the Missoula Downtown Association, 
received The Montana Alumni Award from The University of Montana Alumni 
Association at UM’s Charter Day celebration on Feb. 19.
McCarthy received a bachelor’s degree in communication studies from UM in 
1991 and a master’s in public administration from the University in 1999.
She first went to work at UM in 1985, serving as a student assistant for UM 
Admissions, and also worked as a student assistant for the UM Sports Information 
Department. During 1989-99, she served as UM ’s assistant director of sports 
information and represented the University at several NCAA championships and USA 
track and field national championships, including the 1996 U.S. Olympic trials.
McCarthy has been the executive director of MDA since 1999. During her nine- 
year tenure, the organization has nearly tripled in growth and membership and now 
produces 40 public events each year, including the River City Roots Festival.
McCarthy also serves on the Missoula Convention and Visitors Bureau board of 
directors. She is married to Tom Gallagher, director of the UM College of
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Technology’s computer technology program, and is the daughter of Jim and Linda 
McCarthy of Dupuyer.
m
NOTE TO MEDIA: Photo of Linda McCarthy available by calling the UM Alumni 
Association at 406-243-5211.
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